
 

                                                                    
 
 

 

 

This document consists of 23 printed pages. 
 

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2024 

 
[Turn over 

 

Cambridge International A Level 

 

URDU 9686/02 

Paper 2 Reading and Writing October/November 2024 

MARK SCHEME 

Maximum Mark: 70 

 

 

Published 

 
 
This mark scheme is published as an aid to teachers and candidates, to indicate the requirements of the 
examination. It shows the basis on which Examiners were instructed to award marks. It does not indicate the 
details of the discussions that took place at an Examiners’ meeting before marking began, which would have 
considered the acceptability of alternative answers. 
 
Mark schemes should be read in conjunction with the question paper and the Principal Examiner Report for 
Teachers. 
 
Cambridge International will not enter into discussions about these mark schemes. 
 
Cambridge International is publishing the mark schemes for the October/November 2024 series for most 
Cambridge IGCSE, Cambridge International A and AS Level components, and some Cambridge O Level 
components. 

 
 

 



9686/02 Cambridge International A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 2024 

 

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2024 Page 2 of 23  
 

Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 

• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond 
the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 

• marks are not deducted for errors 

• marks are not deducted for omissions 

• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 

 
                                                               
 
Annotations available on RMA3 
 

Annotation Meaning 

 

Credit for good language or good content point 

 

Used to show that blank pages have been seen 

 
Lifted material 

 
Indicate word limit 

 Comments 
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1 General Marking Notes 

1.1 Annotations in RM Assessor 

Question 1 Enter a mark of 1, 0 or NR as appropriate for each item ((a), (b), (c) etc.) in the mark input box.  
Annotate the script where necessary. Use the LM annotation if the candidate has copied a sentence from the text. 

Question 2 Enter a mark of 1, 0 or NR as appropriate for each item ((a), (b), (c) etc.) in the mark input box.  
Annotate the script where necessary. 

Questions 
3 and 4 

Content marks 

• In the mark input box on the right-hand side of the screen, click on the question that you are about to mark. 
 

• Annotate each correct point with a tick. 
 

• Use the LM annotation to indicate any phrases which are copied directly from the passage. 
 

• The number of ticks for each item (a, b, c etc.) will be added up for you and the total will appear in the top left-hand 
corner of the tick annotation in the toolbar. Enter the mark (or NR as appropriate) for each item in the mark input box. 

 
Quality of Language Mark 

• Click on 3L or 4L as appropriate in the mark input box.  
 

• If no adjustment needs to be made to the Quality of Language mark, enter the mark in the mark input box without 
annotating the script. 

 

• If any items have scored zero or NR for content, insert a comment box on the script under the last item in 
the question. Type in the details of the Quality of Language mark, e.g.:  

 
  5–2 = 3  
OR 
  min 1 

• Then enter the Quality of Language mark in the mark input box for  
Question 3L / Question 4L.  
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Question 5 • If the answer to 5a exceeds 150 words, insert a slash after the 150th word to show the end of the response to be marked. 
• If the answer to 5b exceeds 50 words, insert a slash after the 50th word to show the end of the response to be marked. 
 
Summary 

• Annotate each correct point with a tick up to a maximum of 10 ticks. 

• The number of ticks will be added up for you and the total will appear beneath the tick annotation in the toolbar. Enter the 
mark (or NR as appropriate) in the mark input box for Question 5a. 

 
Personal response 

• Enter the mark for Personal response in the mark input box for Question 5b.  
 
Quality of Language 

• Enter the mark for Quality of Language in the mark input box for Question 5L. 

• Annotate all blank pages with the SEEN stamp. 
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2 General Marking Principles 

2.1 Please note that it is not possible to list all acceptable alternatives in the Detailed Mark Scheme provided on the following pages. You will 
need to consider all alternative answers and unexpected approaches in candidates' scripts, make a decision on whether they communicate 
the required elements, in consultation with your Team Leader if necessary, and award marks accordingly. 

2.2 Crossing out: 
 

(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark if the final attempt is correct. 
 

(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed-out work. 

2.3 More than one response offered by the candidate in Questions 1 and 2: 
 

If a candidate gives more than one response to any of the items in Question 1 or Question 2 and does not indicate which is their final 
response, mark as follows: 

 
Both answers correct = 1 mark 
One answer correct and one answer incorrect = 0 marks 

2.4 No response and '0' marks 
 

 There is a NR (No Response) option in RM Assessor. 
 

 Award NR (No Response): 

• If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or 

• If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question being asked (e.g. 'can’t do' or 'don’t know') or  
• If there is only a mark which isn’t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a question mark). 

 

 Award 0: 

• If there is any attempt that earns no credit. This could, for example, include the candidate copying all or some of the question, or any 
working that does not earn any marks, whether crossed out or not. 
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Detailed Mark Scheme 
Section 1 

 

Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Question 1 
Do not allow answers which are copied directly from the text.  
Candidates must use the word(s) exactly as printed in the question. 

1(a) Accept any reasonable sentence which shows the meaning 
of the word. 

1  

1(b) Accept any reasonable sentence which shows the meaning 
of the word. 

1  

1(c) Accept any reasonable sentence which shows the meaning 
of the word. 

1  

1(d) Accept any reasonable sentence which shows the meaning 
of the word. 

1  

1(e) Accept any reasonable sentence which shows the meaning 
of the word. 

1  
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Question 2 (synonyms) 

2(a) ئل/رکاوٹیں౬ۭٵت/س 
1  

2(b) ں೮ون لౙی/೮ګ؀یس/ دوسرا ل /౫دیہار ی/೮ل ౫ی 
1  

2(c) 1 فاپزڴ/نفں ಋ౗ / ഑౰ں  

2(d)  زدورڳںنوکرڳ/روزکۓر/کام کاج/م   
1  

2(e) خواګۿڲ/ل౾ والں/ം೐ پڑہۓ 
 نೲ منں 1
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Question 3 
Do not allow answers which are copied from the text without any manipulation. 

3(a) ں ౰؟یൻا ن۔تی یಭی ඘጑౜ت کی وجى سے کون سی لೲبق ج౬اگراف کے طಯی ೂඓ
 یڿای೤ لکھی ےڵں

3  

  ౔ഒمی/ا౬ذبہ/جوشں ںق ا ہےڵ لوگوڰ کے ساتھ کام کرنے کا جڿ  یಭا ن۔ی"  
1  

 زګۿگی کی ۭٵت کا سان౬/ق౬ل೩ کرنے کی م೫ یಭا ن۔تی ہےڵ 
1  

زین ی೿ ںخود ا౑౾دڳں یಭا ن۔تی ہےڵ   ہ౬جڿ
1  

3(b) ؟ںൻڰ رګ۾ یೱسوچ ی ౭ౕ ೿ت کے یڿارڴ یೲج അل ಊ౜ ጸኣلکھی ےڵں ںا ೤یڿای ౰ی  
3  

  1 اഒൻ ئێ یಸیں ጢᑜ کا موقع ل౬ڵں 

 یۀا೓ౚیَڰ کی موجودگی سے پردیس کا اس౔س ںکم ن۔اڵ 
1  

  1 دوسرڴ رن  و سಊ کے لوگوڰ کے ساتھ دوت೿ ں/ کام کا موقع ل౬ڵں 
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

3(c) لکھی ےڵں ೤یڿای ౰زقی کا راز کۍ ہے؟ ی زین کی ت" ذ کے یౕل ی೿ ہ౬جڿ  طارق جاویہ
3  

 
زین ق౬می لوگوڰ سے زیہادڲ ںಋ౗ سے ں   ہ౬جڿ

 کام کرتے یൻں

1  

 ل౬زم" ل౑ش کرنے ی೿ آسائې ن۔تی ہےڵ 
1  

#زڱ جاتی ہے/ع౬شرڴ ی೿ ایہ ئۑ رن  ھౙتے ں  ق౬می آیڿا دڳ ی೿ ان کی اඍ౯ تڿ
 یൻڵ

1  

3(d) ڰ اہم ں ںثنںೱئې ی೓ౚیۀا ೮ون لౙی ೿زقی ی از کے یౕل ی೿ یۀا೓ౚن کی ت" ഃጱ جاتے ںی 
ی౰ یڿای೤ لکھی ےڵں ںیൻ؟ں  

3  

  1 وڲ سرمایڼ کارڳ کرتے یൻ / لوگوڰ کو ل౬ز౯ഐ ഑೤ یൻڵ 

کی زګۿی೷ڰ کو ౒ೲ ن౏تے یൻڵ ںان൐ خاګۿانوڰ   
1  

زقی ی೿ ں౭ౕ /اہمں کردار ںادا   ز سے അኳ یہاتം/نೲ من یۀا೓ౚئې واپس آکر ل೮ کی ت" یڿاہۂ
 کرتے یൻڵں

1  
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

3(e) زڳ ں   ںی౰ یڿای೤ لکھی ےڵں ں೜ඞ کم کۍ جا ౝ೐ ہے؟ں ںیಯاگراف کے ط౬بق جೲت کوںآج 
3  

ڿ ೮ಌڰ ی೿ سرمایڼ  کارڳ کریں/ونۓڰ کے لوگوڰ کو روزکۓر ഑೨ ں ای౶ م౬لک غریہ
 کریںڵں

1  

 
ڿ م౬لک کے نوجوانوڰ کو ئێ ഒፉلوجی کی ں   غریہ

 അኳ دڳ جائےڵں

1  

ڿ ೮ಌڰ کے ںنوجوانوڰ کو ئۏ ںنೱ೐ ೲئے جایೠڵں   غریہ
1  
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Quality of Language – Accuracy [5] 
 

5 Very good 
 Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, 

prepositions, word order). 

4 Good 
 Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 

accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
 Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of 

adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
 Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
  Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error. 
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language  
 
The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers. 
 
A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not 
determine the Quality of Language mark. 
 
Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark. 
 
Identify the answer(s) scoring 0 for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks available for each of these 
questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:  
 

Total Content marks available on questions 
where a candidate scores 0 

Reduce Quality of Language mark by: 

2–3 1 

4–5 2 

6–7 3 

8–14 4 

15 5 

 
Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks 
only if 0 Content marks). 
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Question 3 
Do not allow answers which are copied from the text without any manipulation. 

4(a) ں ഒൻ ڰ خوشೱزین کے آنے سے ی ೂඓ یಯاگراف کے ط౬بق اث೚ م౬لک ہ౬جڿ
ی౰ یڿای೤ لکھی ےڵں ںن۔تے؟ں  

3  

ا ہے  ز پڑی" زا ات! زقی پر تڿ زین پروسائل ا౯ናل کرنے پڑتےں یൻ/ ں౭ጻ یہاں ೮ഐ ت"  ہ౬جڿ
1  

ڿ و مౙن یڽڰ کی ںزګۿگی ی೿ مدالذ ہے  زین کی ہౚیہ  ہ౬جڿ
1  

#زتඊ ہے   ی౷یڿان ل೮ ی೿ ںبے روز کۓرڳ ںتڿ
1  

4(b) لکھی ےڵں ೤یڿای ౰ا پڑا ؟ ی زطایُ ی೿ کن ۭٵت کا سان౬ کری   ౙഀ ام౜ کو تڿ
3  

ا ں  اواഎ౫ /ی  یڽڰ کے لوگوڰ کی طرز زګۿگی کو እጪ ۭٴ تڿ/ں اگ౷تہ زڳ زیڿان ںسے ی 
እጪ 

1  

ا ں   یڽڰ کے قوایಌ کو እጪ / ان پر م౽ کری 
1  

 سڿ سے زیہادڲ ൵ኯ دڲ یڿات ೫౭ئی تھں 
1  
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

4(c) ں೿ذڳ کے یౕل ی ز ೮ಌڰ کےلوگوڰ کوں ںڇاٹ೚ اشرف زیہ ذتہ زقی یۀ  ا ں ںانಥ وطن یೱڰں ںت" ھ೎ڈی 
ا ہے؟ی౰ یڿای೤ لکھی ےڵں  پڑی"

3  

  1 ان کے ೮ಌڰ کےع౬شی حالت کی وجى سےں 

 ഖنے کے ی౏کی وجى سے جان چ "  ل೮ ی೿ خانى ೛ഒ /یౙوئې جارحہ
1  

 قدرتی آفات ںکی وجى سےزګۿگی ۭٴ ن۔ جاتی ہے 
1  

4(d) ں ౰؟ی ൻت کرتے یೲڰ جೱڰ کے لوگ ی೮ಌ ౶ڰ کے یڿاوجود ایಌم ہ౻ت౑زګۿگی کی م
 یڿای೤ لکھی ےڵں

3  

 ഖت یۀانے کے ی౭را /ج൧ጦ/ وف زګۿگی سے౶ص ൊ1 ان  

زابی/دوسرڴ ل೮ کے خوگ౼ار موسم ںکی وجى سے    1 ان൐ ل೮ ی೿ موسم کی ج 

ز ن۔تے یൻں  / قدرتی س౳ سے ت౬ت! ڿ   1 دوسرڴ ل೮ کی ںخوص౰رتی /ہౚںیہ
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

4(e) بہں౛اخوگ౼ار ج یೱڰ ہے؟ی౰ یڿای೤ لکھی ےڵں ںಊ౜ یڻسف کے یഖ جೲت ایہ ی   
3  

خوشی ی೿ شریہ ഒൻ ن۔ سک"ںانೆڰ کے غم / ں   
1  

ا ہےں  ا ۭٴ ن۔ ی"  س൵ دوسرڴ ل೮ کی طرز زګۿگی کو انಥی 
1  

 ൻکرئې پڑتی ی " زداس! زاج کے لدف یڿای೤ ںتڿ   1 ان൐ م 
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Quality of Language – Accuracy [5] 
 

5 Very good 
 Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, 
prepositions, word order). 

4 Good 
 Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 
accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
 Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of 
adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
 Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
  Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error. 
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language  
 
The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers. 
 
A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not 
determine the Quality of Language mark. 
 
Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark. 
 
Identify the answer(s) scoring 0 for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks available for each of 
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:  
 

Total Content marks available on questions 
where a candidate scores 0 

Reduce Quality of Language mark by: 

2–3 1 

4–5 2 

6–7 3 

8–14 4 

15 5 

 
Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks 
only if 0 Content marks). 
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Question 5 
 
Length of 5(a) + 5(b) (Summary and Personal Response) 

• Examiners make a rough estimate of the length by a quick calculation of the number of words on a line. 

• If the answer to either (a) or (b) is clearly too long, calculate the length more precisely. 

• If the answer to 5(a) exceeds 150 words, insert a slash line after the 150th word to show the end of the response to be marked. 

• If the answer to 5(b) exceeds 50 words, insert a slash line after the 50th word to show the end of the response to be marked. 
 
Content marks – Summary 
Indicate with a tick in the body of the text the point being rewarded. Do not penalise ‘lifting’ for content marks in this exercise, but excessive 
reliance on the text will reduce the language mark. 
The summary could include the following points (award 1 mark for each point covered up to a maximum of 10 points): 
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

5(a) رتوڰౠزات ںدونوڰ ب ات! ڵلکھی ےں ی೿ جೲت کے یڿارڴ ی೿ لوگوڰ کے ౭ౕ اور ಆഒ ی"  

 ڵ ئۑ ጢᑜ کو ౯౫ہے

ا ں پردیس- ی೿ رنۓ کا اس౔س زیہادڲ ഒൻ ن۔ی"  

دوسرڴ لوگوڰ کے ساتھ دوت೿ /کام کا موقع ౯౫ ہےں-  

زین زیہادڲ ಋ౗ سے کام کرتے یൻ/اഒൻ ل౬زم" ل౑ش کرنے ی೿ آسائې ن۔تی ہےں- ہ౬جڿ  

زقی ن۔تی ہےں- ل೮ ی೿ ت"  

- ൻتے یౙایہ ئۑ رن  ھ ೿شرڴ ی౬زڱ جاتی ہے/ ع# ق౬می لوگوڰ کی ظ౷ ی೿ اඍ౯ تڿ  

- ൻی ౯ഐ ഑೤ز౬لوگوڰ کو ل /ൻسرمایڼ کارڳ کرتے ی ೿ڰ ی೮ಌ ൐ان  

ا ہےں- ان کے خاګۿانوڰ کا ഑ౠر زګۿگی ౒ೲ ن۔ی"  

-ൻکردار ادا کرتے ی ౭ౕ ೿زقی ی ان൐ ل೮ کی ت"  

اواഎ౫ زیڿان سے ںاگ౷تہ زڳں- ا ں ںی  کی وجى سے /یڽڰ کی طرز زګۿگی کو እጪ ۭٴ ن۔ی"
ںہے ڵ

ا ہےڵ ںقوایಌ پر م౽ کرنے /ഃእں- ںی೿ عرصہ لگ جای"
ا ہےڵں ೫౭ئی / انೆڰ سے دورڳں- ںکا اس౔س ن۔ی"
ڵ- ںانೆڰ کے غم / خوشی ی೿ شریہ ഒൻ ن۔ سک"

ا اہےڵ ڵایہ ا౔ഒ ل೮ کی طرز زګۿگی کو انಥی  ایہ ൧ಿ کام ن۔ی"  

" کرئې پڑتی یൻڵ- زداس! زاج کے لدف یڿای೤ تڿ ان൐ م   

10  
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Content marks – Response to the Text 
Mark like a mini-essay according to the variety and interest of the opinions and views expressed, the response to the original text stimulus and 
the ability to express a personal point of view. Further, more detailed guidance for particular questions will be given to examiners. 

5(b) زین انൊ رائے کی وضاح" ඘Ꭷڵں کی آمدکے یڿارڴ ی೿ ان൐ ل೮ ی೿ ہ౬جڿ  

 

5 Very good  
 Varied and interesting ideas, showing an element 
of flair and imagination, a capacity to express a 
personal point of view. 

4 Good 
 Not the flair and imagination of the best candidates, 
but work still shows an ability to express a range of 
ideas, maintain interest and respond to the issues 
raised. 

3 Sound 
 A fair level of interest and ideas. May concentrate 
on a single issue, but there is still a response to ideas in 
the text. 

2 Below average 
 Limited range of ideas; rather humdrum. May 
disregard the element of response to the text, and write 
a largely unrelated free-composition. 

0-1 Poor 
 Few ideas to offer on the theme. Banal and 
pedestrian. No element of personal response to the 
text. Repeated error. 
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Question Answer Marks Not allowed responses 

Quality of Language – Accuracy [5] 

5 Very good 
 Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, 

prepositions, word order). 

4 Good 
 Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 

accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
 Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of 

adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
 Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
  Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error. 
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• Demonstrate your skills by getting better job opportunities. 

• Because of the contacts with the people there, they come to face the challenges of life there. 

• Immigrants work hard and the country develops. 

• Immigrants add a new colour to their culture, language and music in the host country. 

• Immigrants make up for the shortage of manpower in the UK. 

• Supported the country's economy by working overnight in factories and bakeries. 

• Helped reduce unemployment by opening their own businesses. 
 
Negative aspects 
 

• Helped reduce unemployment by opening their own businesses. 

• It has a negative impact on the economy of the host country. 

• Indigenous peoples consider immigrant culture and religious traditions to be an interference in their lives. 

• Unemployment rises due to migrants. 

• Refugees have to seek outside help to provide basic facilities. 

• The clash of two different civilisations has created social problems. 

• The burden on the education and health sectors has increased. 


